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Climate Superfund Bills

(or how to make polluters pay for the damage they're
doing to our climate and communities)



OVERVIEW

There’'s a
growing push
to Make
Polluters Pay

33 states and municipalities are now
suing Big Oil for climate damages. 5
states & Congress are now looking at
another way to make polluters pay:
climate superfund legislation.

Find out more here:
https://climateintegrity.org/lawsuits

CLIMATE SUPERFUND BILLS
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A Superfund for climate? These
states are pushing for it.

ey Clark | 03/06/2024 06:20 AM EST
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Vermont passes bill to charge fossil fuel
companies for damage from climate change

The legislation — the first of its kind in the US. — would require companies with high emissions to help pay

1at Vermont and at least three other states are

for destruction caused by climate-fueled extreme weather.

The climate Superfund craze hits California

By BLANCA BEGERT | 04/17/2024 09:00 PM EDT

With help from Alex Nieves, Ariel Gans and Camille von Kaenel

———  Flooding in downtown Montpelier, Vt., in July. John Tully for The Washington Post via Getty Images file
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the Superfund
Program

In 1978, Lois Gibbs and other
community organizers in Love Canal
found out toxic chemicals were
poisoning their children. They sparked
a nationwide movement that helped
establish the first Superfund Program.
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OVERVIEW
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Superfund is our largest environmental
remediation program, established by :
Congress in 1980. : Us
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Superfund operates on a ‘polluter pays’
principle, originally raising money from
an excise tax on petroleum and

chemical industries, and now going R0 ) (1) () ( , |
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OVERVIEW

A Climate
Superfund

Climate Superfunds apply the "polluter pays”
principle to greenhouse gas emissions.

States either choose an amount of damages
or set up a process to calculate them.

They then require large fossil fuel companies
(with over 1 billion tons of CO2 emissions) to
pay into the fund based on their share of
emissions over an established period.
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QUESTIONS

Who would pay?

Polluters! While details vary state by state,
each bill would only target the largest fossil
fuel companies, whose products have had
the most outsized impacts on the climate in
each state.

Some states seek to collect a set amount,
while VT and CA require the state to do a full
assessment of impacts to inform cost
recovery demand calculations.
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QUESTIONS

Where would
the money go?

Collected fees would go to
state-managed funds for climate
resilience projects, mitigation, adaptation,
and just transition support, prioritizing
frontline communities, low-income
neighborhoods, and communities of color.

States like New York are looking to collect
up to $75 billion, while the federal
legislation collects $1 trillion.
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QUESTIONS

How does this
relate to the
lawsuits?

They're complementary, but parallel tracks.

Climate superfund legislation works to set

up a fund to deal with climate impacts, "
while climate lawsuits work to hold 7 CALIFORNIA
companies legally accountable for N I CLIMATE ACTION
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misinformation and damages.
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QUESTIONS

Won't costs be
passed onto
consumers?

There’s no justification to make consumers
pay: these penalties don’t impact the cost of
production, Big Oil is making record profits,
and engaging in massive stock buybacks.

The best way to help control prices is to pass
stricter regulations on this industry. Otherwise,
they’ll keep making us pay the cost of their
profits.
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QUESTIONS

How does this fit
with climate
disaster response?

The demand to Make Polluters Pay provides
us with an immediate way to respond to
every climate disaster.

It provides a tangible action to take in
response to events, driving a narrative
about who is to blame.
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QUESTIONS

How is this an
environmental
justice policy?

Low-income and BIPOC communities bear the
brunt of climate impacts: they're paying the
costs, while polluters profit.

The climate superfund proposals direct
35-40% of the funding raised to
environmental justice communities. There
also opportunities to make more targeted
investments.
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QUESTIONS

Do people like
this idea?

Yes!

“Make Polluters Pay” is one of our best
testing messages against Big Oil. 70% of
Americans want the fossil fuel industry to
pay for damages. And it allows us to play
offense on everything from gas prices to
climate impacts.

70% of likely voters support making fossil fuel companies
pay for the harms caused by climate change

Would you support or oppose making polluters pay for climate damages?

| . |
Strongly support ~ Somewhat Don’t know Somewhat Strongly oppose
support oppose

Support Oppose  Net

Ao % 19
voters Tadhd n% 1% S 23 +47

Partisanship

g wi v SR

Republican |74 15% 21% 57 36 +21
October 20-21, 2023 survey of 1,222 likely voters Data for Progress, Nov. 2023
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The Growing Climate
Superfund Campaign




CAMPAIGN

Several States Are
Currently Pursuing
Climate Superfund
Legislation

Vermont & New York: [4

Introducing next session: Maryland,
Massachusetts, California, Minnesota, New
Jersey, Oregon

Considering: Virginia?, DC?, Rhode Island?
Washington?
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ﬁ Senator Chris Van Hollen &

The concept behind my Polluters Pay Climate Fund proposal is simple:
you break it, you pay to fix it.

n & | discussed yesterday, the big polluters who are driving
the climate crisis—while making huge profits—should have to help foot
the bill to clean up their messi¥

a white paper, calléd'the Polluters
Pay Climate Funoc%‘llﬁgg’s@tqu% _

CAMPAIGN

congress

In Septemlber, Senator Van Hollen and
Representatives Nadler and Chu introduced
the Polluters Pay Climate Fund Legislation that
charges $1 trillion to the fossil fuel industry for
their contribution to the climate crisis.

This money goes towards a wide range of
programs to counter the climate crisis
including disaster response, resilience
planning, and Green New Deal programs.

More info here.
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https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/news/press-releases/van-hollen-nadler-chu-introduce-legislation-to-make-polluters-pay-for-fueling-climate-change

QUESTIONS

How does this
fit in with other
strategies?

Climate Superfund fits well with other
strategies to Make Polluters Pay, like a
windfall profits tax, price gouging penalties,
ending fossil fuel subsidies, stricter
pollution regulations, and more. It also
helps stigmatize and regulate the industry
so it becomes harder for new permits to
get approved for new oil and gas projects.

It's a key part of how we can play offense
against Big Oil.

CLIMATE SUPERFUND BILLS
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Make Polluters Pay Campaigns Work!

Richmond, CA Make Polluters Pay Campaign website

California city’s $550m deal with
POLLUTERSPAY ot ettt e | Chevron could be a national model for
environmentalists

California environmentalists have a new playbook for beating Big Oil.

. (| Q ‘ ‘
‘W'\A; S >

Fund Richmond'’s future. Fix our streets, clean the water and air,
invest in essential services.

For over a century, big

olluters have made billions
in Richmond, California,
while racking up costs for
taxpayers.
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Learn About Us News TAKE ACTION

CAMPAIGN | Together we
can take on
Big Oil.

Building a - P <
National Movement | —— >

Zip/Postal Code

We're in the process of building out a national ; r
organizing network and strategy where people ‘ e e e .
could plug in anywhere. ' '

OPTINTO EMAIL UPDATES FROM FOSSIL FREE MEDIA

We're going to expanding our work over the coming
months and want you to join us!

IG @polluterspay About Us
Tik TOk @StODbIQOIl Were bulding a nationwide movement to make polluters pay for the

damage they're inflicting on our climate and communities.

X @ Sto D b I q O I I Our geal is to build a groundswell of public support for lawsuits, legislation,

and other efforts to hold Big Oil accountable.

T

It isn't fair that Big Oil companies centinue to rake in record profits while we
pay the price for their pollution and lies. Join us and help make polluters
pay!
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https://www.instagram.com/polluterspay/
https://www.tiktok.com/@stopbigoil
https://twitter.com/StopBigOil

CAMPAIGN

How you can help

Help us pass climate superfund bills in Vermont,
California and New York this summer

Start thinking about introducing a bill in your state

Support the launch of the Make Polluters Pay
agenda in Congress

Call on President Biden to ask the Department of
Justice to investigate Big Oil:
tinyurl.com/TellDOJtolnvestigateBigOil

Get involved in the coalition! (join our list).

CLIMATE SUPERFUND BILLS
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http://tinyurl.com/TellDOJtoInvestigateBigOil
http://groups.google.com/g/makepolluterspay

QUESTIONS?



Thank you.

Let’s make polluters pay!
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