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Our communities are paying the price for Big Oil’s 
climate damages and deception. Our neighbors 
are losing their homes, and sometimes even their 
lives, to fires, floods, and extreme heat. Cities 
and states are spending billions to respond to 
nonstop climate disasters and extreme weather 
events. But instead of paying their fair share for 
the damage they’ve caused, fossil fuel companies 
continue to rake in massive profits at our expense.

If oil stays at the center of global politics, there will 
always be another excuse, another emergency, 
another country offered up as collateral. 
Stopping oil profiteering and building 
clean energy aren’t separate 
fights. They are the
same one. 





The fossil fuel industry has been taking climate 
science seriously when it comes to its own 
operations. Exxon, Mobil, and Shell began preparing 
for catastrophic storms and rising seas decades ago. 

Since the 1950s, documents show, however, these 
companies implemented a plan to undermine 
and discredit climate science, executing years 
of propaganda and PR campaigns, and funding 
academia to spread disinformation and sow doubt.



The consequence of Big Oil deception is worsening 
climate change that is driving extreme weather, but 
the bill for this devastation is paid by YOU. The U.S. 
experienced 23 separate weather and climate disasters 
in 2025 that caused at least $1 billion in damages, 
marking the third-highest annual tally on record. 

These events resulted in a total cost of approximately 
$115 billion and 276 direct/indirect fatalities, with the 
LA wildfires being the most destructive event.

46 states, cities, and municipalities are also suing fossil 
fuel companies for fraud and climate damages. Around 

the world, many countries and communities are pursuing 
similar strategies.

While the arguments and evidence are different across 
lawsuits, the reasoning is the same:

The industry knew their products would cause harm.

The industry lied and concealed that information 
from the public. 

Vermont and New York have already passed “climate 
superfund” bills that will make oil and gas companies pay 

for climate damages, and more than a dozen states are 
pursuing similar legislation.



Make Polluters Pay is a campaign to hold fossil fuel 
companies accountable for the damage they’re causing 
to our climate and communities. Modeled on the Truth 

Campaign that went after Big Tobacco, Make Polluters Pay 
is building a groundswell of public support behind legal and 
political efforts to hold the fossil fuel industry accountable 

for climate damages.




